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shadow of reason, the other possessed of the sub-
stance and Insensible of her treasure; and yet men
who are esteemed wise and learned, not only put
them In even balance., but suffer the greatness of the
one to weigh down the certain real worth of the
other. This is all I can requite your rare verses with;
which as much surpass the merit of the person you
endeavour to represent, as I can assure you this
description falls short of the lady I would make you
acquainted with; but she is not of mortal race, and,
therefore, cannot be defined.
M. E."
The perusal of the Duchess's writings Is not
profitable. They are not quite bad enough to be
funny; their pretentiousness is simply tiresome, and
their egotism unrelieved. In the book, "A true
relation of my birth, breeding and life," she describes
herself.
Two short passages may be quoted:
ccAs for my disposition it is more inclining to be
melancholy but soft melting solitary and contem-
plating melancholy ... .1 arn very ambitious yet
'tis neither for Beauty, Wit, Titles, Wealth or Power
but as they are steps to raise me to Fame's Tower
which is to live by remembrance In after ages.
Only walking a slow pace in my chamber whilst my
thoughts run apace In my brain so that the notions
in my mind hinders the active exercise of my body:
For should I Dance or Run or Walk apace, I should
dance my thoughts out of measure, Run my Fancies
out of Breath and Tread out the Feet of my
Numbers."